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PodiatryWhat we are and 
what we are not.



Podiatrist: 
What my 
mum thinks I 
do.



Podiatrist: 
What the 
public/NHS 
thinks I do.



Podiatrist: 
What I 
actually do.



Podiatry: Here today, 
gone tomorrow?
• NHS England has officially 

designated podiatry as a profession 
"at high risk of failure" due to 
severe lack of recruitment into 
educational programmes, an aging 
demographic of staff, and graduates 
bypassing the NHS for independent 
practice. 



Podiatry Workforce: 
Neighbourhoods & Hospital

• 6 Neighbourhoods: High Risk Foot: Diabetic & Non-Diabetic

• 1 x Advanced Clinical Podiatrist (B7) for every 3 neighbourhoods.

• 1 x Principal Podiatrist (B8a) across all 6 neighbourhoods.

• 1 x Community Podiatrists (B5-B6) across 1 neighbourhood.

• Diabetic Foot Clinic: Diabetic Only Caseload

• 1 x Principal Podiatrist (B8a) across all sectors: OP, Ward, Front Access Dept.

• 1 x Advanced Clinical Podiatrist (B7)



Diabetic Foot: Barnsley

Who, What, Where and Why?



Diabetic Foot Provision in Barnsley



Diabetic Foot Clinic

(Consultant Podiatrist, ACP 

Podiatrist & Medic)

Diabetic Foot Clinic

(Consultant Podiatrist and ACP 

Podiatrist Lead)

Advanced HR Foot Clinics

(Consultant Podiatrist and ACP 

Podiatrist)

Senior Podiatrist Clinics

(Podiatrist)

Dressing Clinics

(Podiatry Assistants or HCAs)

Provision Hierarchy.



Diabetic Foot Clinic

(Consultant Podiatrist, ACP 

Podiatrist & Medic)

Diabetic Foot Clinic

(Consultant Podiatrist and ACP 

Podiatrist Lead)

Advanced HR Clinics

(Consultant Podiatrist and ACP 

Podiatrist)

Senior Podiatrist Clinics

(Podiatrist)

Dressing Clinics

(Podiatry Assistants or HCAs)

DFCMDT

(Consultant Podiatrist, ACP 

Podiatrist & Medic & Vascular 

Surgeon & Podiatric Surgeon)

Provision Hierarchy – Cherry on top.  



Referrals

“Critical Limb Ischaemia”



Referrals



Referrals



Directory of Service
Diabetic Foot ulcerations that require medical and advanced podiatric 

assessment and treatment.

• Acute Ulceration +/- significant tissue loss with threat of amputation
• Acute low risk ulcerations that have not responded to first line treatment 

by a community service or has significantly deteriorated.
• Chronic Ulcerations that have been reassessed and reviewed by a senior 

clinician of the Podiatry and Foot protection Service
• Diabetes Foot infections: IWGDF Graded 2 and above
• Charcot Neuroarthropathy: All suspected and diagnosed
• Post Operative surgical wounds as a result of a Diabetic Foot 

Infection/Ulceration.



DoS Acceptable Pathologies



Podiatry & Foot Protection 
Referral



Diabetic Foot 
Provision
The next “step” – pun fully intended!



What is needed.

• Professor Michael Edmonds is Consultant Diabetologist at 
King’s College Hospital, London.

• Created the worlds first Diabetic Foot MDT – 1981 – reduced 
major amputations by 50% by bringing together medic and 
podiatrist.

• Medic driven – Podiatry profession very much in chiropody 
model of service.



2000(ish) to 2021(ish) 



2022(ish) to Now



Primary Care: 
Speak to me.
What problems, concerns, changes are you 
experiencing.

How can we help?



Aaron Barber
Aaron.barber1@nhs.net
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