
Palliative Care Template 



National After death audit (from practice held 
registers) revealed: 

• Only 27% of patients who died were identified. 

• 75% of deaths were non-cancer but only 29% were 
identified prior to death 

• Only 42% had ACP recorded 

• Patients on registers received better coordinated 
care 

 

UK Policy suggests all localities introduce an EPaCCs by 
2020. 

 



Why use this template? 
• Caring for patients with EoL is complex and often requires 

multiple professionals, this uses the same codes as District 
nurses and the Macmillan team use (reduce duplication) 

 

• Printable for OOH if not on system one 

 

• Discussion and recording of preferences leads to reduced 
hospital deaths (option to add codes to summary for 
summary care record) 

 

• It Works … (since used in our practice 85% of patients died in 
preferred place after template completed) 

 

 

 

 

 



Non Cancer palliative patients 
Patients Identified –  
Long term condition reviews. 
Frailty assessments 
D1s / hospital letters 
Adhoc 

Housebound Not Housebound 

Initial 
Assessment 

- ANP 

Initial 
assessment 
ANP or GPs 

Medication Review 
Care Needs assessment. 

Advanced care planning and DNA CPR discussions if 
appropriate. 

Manage symptoms 

If stable / Green (AB): 
*3 monthly reviews. 
*Involve appropriate 
resources (DN, SW, 
Dietician , SALT 
Physio/OT, HF nurse 
etc.) 

If Amber/Red or complex 
* Involve GP +/- Macmillan services 



Cancer Palliative patients 
Patients Identified –  
Frailty assessments 
D1s / hospital letters 
Clinical meetings 
Adhoc 

Initial Review by GP either in surgery 
(double appointment) or Home visit 

Discuss oncology plan and letters if appropriate 
Medication Review 

Advanced care planning and DNACPR 
discussions if appropriate. 

Manage symptoms 
GSF category 

GREEN 
If stable / Green (ANP): 
*3 monthly reviews. 
*Involve appropriate resources 
(DN, SW, Dietician SALT 
Physio/OT,) 

AMBER / RED 
GP continues care & 
Involve appropriate 
resources ( DN / 
Macmillan) 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Where to find advice and guidance on 
Palliative care medications 

Click on Cancer, Palliative Care, 
Pain and Older People / Palliative 
care 

Click on medicines Information /  
Prescribing guidelines 

BEST portal    
http://best.barnsleyccg.nhs.uk/ 



 











Last days of life symptom management guidance 







Contact numbers 
• Community Macmillan Service Advice Line  

 01226 644755  (Mon – Fri 9am – 5pm) 

 01226 644575 (weekend and bank holidays) 
 

• Rapid Response 

 07747 794698 (Evening and night) 
 

• i-Heart 365 Out of hours GP service  

 01226 242471 
 

• Pall Call advice for health care professionals 

 01226 244244 


