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Suspected sepsis: managing risk of severe illness
or death outside acute hospital settings

Person who is or has recently been pregnant,
who has a suspected or confirmed infection
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Can definitive diagnosis be
reached AND can condition be

]
Refer for emergency medical care (ED or
medical admission unit) via most appropriate
means of transport (usually 999 ambulance).
Pre-alert secondary care.

Y
GP: if transfer time is routinely
more than 1 hour, follow local
guidelines on giving antibiotics

Y
If combined transfer in ambulance and
handover to ED times are greater than 1 hour,
follow local guidelines on giving antibiotics (if
not already given by GP)
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Handover to acute hospital setting
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Manage as per definitive diagnosis, and
provide information on:

e symptoms to monitor
« how to access medical care if concerned

This diagram covers only part of the guideline content. For full details, see
NG255 Suspected sepsis in pregnant or recently pregnant people:
recognition, diagnosis and early management.
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