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This document outlines the agreement between the referring clinician and the Andrology Service for the provision of diagnostic semen analysis.

The laboratory undertakes the following types of diagnostic Andrology tests:

· Analysis of a semen sample produced by masturbation (antegrade sample)

· Analysis of a post-masturbatory urine sample (retrograde sample)

Results will be available on ICE within 10 working days of the test being performed. If you are a referring doctor who does not have access to ICE then please contact the Andrology Service Co-ordinator to discuss access to results.
Referrals

All referrals should be made on the ‘Semen Analysis Request’ form and all fields should be completed in full and be legible. If a referral has to be made by letter it should contain all the information required on the referral form. There should be a minimum of three pieces of unique identifying information relating to the patient included on the form.
Only members of medical staff can make referrals, ideally a consultant. Referrals may be accepted from Nurse Practitioners but only following prior agreement and only after the appropriate signature sheets have been signed and countersigned by the Medical Director and the Clinical Head of Jessop Fertility.
Test requests will be rejected and returned to the referring clinician if:

· the referral form/letter is illegible or incomplete
· the referral form has not been signed by the referring clinician
· the test required has not been specified

· the form has been completed in the name of the female rather than male partner

The Andrology Service accepts referrals for self-funding patients and in such cases the patient will be asked to make this payment on the day of his appointment.

Occasionally it may be necessary for a man to produce a sample off site and bring it into the department for analysis. Strict protocols are in place to manage this process and to maintain chain of custody as well as the integrity of the sample. All such requests should be discussed with the Andrology Service Co-ordinator in advance and be accompanied by a letter outlining the specific circumstances of the case. Samples produced off site without prior agreement will not be analysed.

The following should be discussed with the patient in advance of the test request:

· The need for sexual abstinence for 2-7 days before attending for a test

· Whether or not the patient can produce a sample by masturbation

· The need to produce the sample on site in Andrology in a room provided for that purpose

· The patient’s partner will not be allowed to go into the producing room with him

· The laboratory cannot discuss the results of the test with the patient and the results will be sent back to the referring clinician after the test.

Information about the Andrology Service

The Andrology Laboratory is located on Level 4 of the Jessop Wing and is open from 8:30am to 4:00pm Monday to Friday.
For advice regarding referring or testing please contact: Andrology Service Co-ordinator (0114) 226 8349
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