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 Seasonal flu update 19/20 season – For Information/Action 
During week 02, community activity indicators in Yorkshire and Humber, influenza activity was at 
medium intensity when compared to the previous 7 seasons. Rates of people visiting their GP 
with influenza-like illness (ILI) have decreased nationally and was similar in Yorkshire and 
Humber, although according to the GP in-hours syndromic surveillance system a number of 
areas saw an increase in activity compared to the previous week.  
Outbreaks - 9 outbreaks of ILI were reported in Yorkshire and Humber between 9 and 15 January  
As flu is still circulating, practices are encouraged to continue to actively invite and follow up all 
eligible patients who have (for whatever reason) not yet been vaccinated. 
 

 Seasonal flu vaccine recommendations 2020/21 –  For Action 
Guidance on the recommended vaccines for the 2020/21 season was circulated previously via 

YH contracts (see enclosed).  It has been noted that some practices do not appear to have 

ordered sufficient supplies of of the recommended vaccine to meet the required uptake for their 

eligible population. We are therefore encouraging all practices to review their orders to ensure 

a) recommended vaccine is available and b) adequate stocks of vaccine are available, taking 

account of the need to spread the risk so as not to be in the position of having no vaccine for the 

relevant cohorts should there be a production/quality control issue.  Please discsuss any issues 

with your local screening and immunisation coordinater. 

20 December NHS 

England JCVI advce and NHS reimbursement flu vaccine 2020-21.pdf
 

 Green Book updates –  For Information/Action 
Chapter 7 - Immunisation of individuals with underlying medical conditions. This chapter has 
been revised to include the updated recommendations on the schedule for immunising 
individuals with asplenia, splenic dysfunction or severe immunocompromise and advice 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immunisation-of-individuals-with-underlying-medical-conditions-the-green-book-chapter-7?utm_source=435349f4-9ebb-4d0a-9431-09eac2071a86&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly


   
regarding the removal of the recommendation for an additional Hib vaccine for children and 
adults with asplenia or splenic dysfunction 

 
 MMR GP practice campaign materials – For Information/action 

From this week (commencing 20 January) every GP practice in the country will start to receive 
posters and reception counter cards to support the NHS ‘Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) – 
Help Us Help You, Get Protected’ campaign. This is one of six campaigns agreed as part of this 
year’s GP contract and the materials have been developed to support practices to encourage 
their patients to get protected. 
There are two posters, one generic version featuring a nurse, and an additional version that 
features a nurse and child (for the important parents of young children audience). Both posters 
carry the same text, highlighting that the MMR vaccination is the safest and most effective way 
to protect people and their families against measles, mumps and rubella. It goes on to say that 
two doses of the MMR vaccination are required for full protection and that a catch-up 
vaccination is available to those that aren’t fully immunised. 
 
A digital pack including these and further downloadable materials including social media content 
and digital screens will shortly be available via the Campaign Resource Centre. Further 
complementary materials are available to download/order here: 
healthpublications.gov.uk.html 
 

 Revised Vaccine Incident Guidance –  For Information 
The PHE Vaccine Incident Guidance was republished on 22/01/2020 with updated advice in 
Section 9.7 Vaccines administered at less than the recommended dosing interval and 
recommendations in pneumococcal vaccines sections in appendix D.  

 

 Revised Visual Guide to Vaccine Poster –  For Information/Action 
The Visual guide to vaccines poster has been updated to reflect the new change to the PCV 

schedule. This guide would be beneficial to display in clinic rooms and on vaccine fridges to 

minimise potential administration errors.  

 
Screening Information 

 Bowel scope screening: easy guide –  For Information  
Bowel scope screening: easy guide - Information about bowel scope screening in an easy read 
format, updated to add easy read screening invitation letter template. 

 Newborn hearing screening: audiology clinic –  For Information 
Newborn hearing screening: your baby's visit to the audiology clinic - Information on a baby’s 
visit to an audiology clinic following referral. Translated versions of the document are also 
available. Added HTML version of leaflet and updated translations. 

 Sickle cell and thalassaemia screening: information for fathers –  For Information  
Sickle cell and thalassaemia screening: information for fathers -  
Leaflet for expectant fathers explaining antenatal screening for sickle cell and thalassaemia.  
Added HTML version of SCT screening information for fathers 

 

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/Home.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-incident-guidance-responding-to-vaccine-errors?utm_source=cbdf490d-5acf-475d-94e0-bea7d84615db&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/859800/Visual_Guide_Vaccine_poster_January_2020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-scope-screening-easy-guide?utm_source=fb4be780-5628-419a-ab4f-33af1cdb40f6&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/newborn-hearing-screening-first-visit-to-the-audiology-clinic?utm_source=82522b75-8c6d-4232-af23-ef644e20bb94&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tests-for-dads-sickle-cell-and-thalassaemia-screening?utm_source=90889586-33e7-4a05-89a9-e27c3c90ed44&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly


   
 Screening tests for you and your baby –  For Information  

Screening tests for you and your baby: description in brief - Information explaining the screening 
tests offered during and after pregnancy. Updated to add QR code (see below), guidance for 
screen readers and information about a braille version. 

 

 Cervical Screening: HPV Primary Testing –  For Information/Action 
Following the roll out of HPV primary cervical screening across Yorkshire and the 
Humber we would like to take this opportunity to remind sample takers that patients 
are unable to request that their cervical screen undergoes cytology testing first rather 
than HPV testing. This includes women who have been discharged from colposcopy and 
have been returned to routine recall and also women who have been recalled for follow 
up testing. 
The HPV screening implementation guide outlines the management and follow up of 
women who are currently in the NHS cervical screening pathway and also women 
beginning a new screening episode; 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-primary-hpv-
screening-implementation/cervical-screening-implementation-guide-for-primary-hpv-
screening  

 
 Screening and Immunisation Team Contact Details. 
Please note the screening and immunisation team operate a duty desk with a single point of 
contact – please ring 0113 8253415 or email england.sybsit@nhs.net. Details of named 
coordinators are listed below: 
 

Geographical 

Area 

Name 

Barnsley Emma Nebard – due to start 27th January 2020 

Contact details will be provided in due course. 

Bassetlaw Vacant as of 1st December – please contact above 

 

Doncaster Sarah Gill (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

Rotherham Laura Brown due to start 3rd February 2020 

Contact details will be provided in due course. 

Sheffield Katie Markham(Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

 
Health Protection Team Contact Details  
Health Protection Team now operate an Acute Response Centre (ARC) To contact them dial 0113 

3860 300. If the ARC is busy your call will be diverted to admin staff in any of the 3 regions Sheffield, 

York or Leeds, they will take a message and get the ARC to return your call as soon as possible. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/screening-tests-for-you-and-your-baby-description-in-brief?utm_source=7d037b72-86f7-4d93-a874-63edf99245e8&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-primary-hpv-screening-implementation/cervical-screening-implementation-guide-for-primary-hpv-screening
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-primary-hpv-screening-implementation/cervical-screening-implementation-guide-for-primary-hpv-screening
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-primary-hpv-screening-implementation/cervical-screening-implementation-guide-for-primary-hpv-screening
mailto:england.sybsit@nhs.net

