
   
 

 

Yorkshire and the Humber Screening and Immunisation Team Update 

W/C 14th January 2019 

 

Please cascade to ALL staff, including GPs, Practice Nurses and Reception Staff 
 

Immunisation Information    

 

 Seasonal Flu - For Information/Action 
o During week 1 of 2019, allowing for Christmas and New Year reporting breaks, there is 

evidence that influenza is now circulating in the community as activity indicators breach 
baseline threshold levels at low intensity. 

o During week 1 of 2019, there were three outbreaks of influenza-like illness reported in 
Yorkshire and Humber compared to one in week 52 of 2018. 

o Influenza A is the predominant respiratory virus circulating in Yorkshire and Humber 
 

Chief Medical Officer Alert - Prescribing of Anti-Virals – Important Information FOR ACTION 
Surveillance data indicates an increase in influenza cases in the community. Prescribers may 
now prescribe and pharmacists may now supply antiviral medicines for the prophylaxis and 
treatment of influenza at NHS expense. Please see enclosed for full details 

CEM-CMO-2018-005
_Anti Viral Prescribing.pdf

 
 

Data on the ovalbumin content of the influenza vaccines for the 2018 to 2019 flu season – For 
Information.  
Added a note to the table about an approved batch of Vaxigrip Tetra and updated the age 
indication for Mylan’s quadrivalent influenza vaccine products to 3 years and over, instead of 
from 18. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/influenza-vaccine-ovalbumin-content 
 
Flu vaccination in England: government response to the Science and Technology Committee 
report – For Inforamation 
This command paper sets out the government’s response to the Science and Technology 
Committee’s ninth report into flu vaccinations of session 2017 to 2019, published by the House 
of Commons in October 2018. The report can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-in-england-government-
response-to-the-science-and-technology-committee-report?utm_source=e3f3d363-bbb1-4e4f-
95ee-5572b08ba7ba&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_content=weekly 

 

 PHE Measles and rubella elimination UK strategy –  For Information/Action 
PHE have published the UK strategy for Measles and Rubella here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/measles-and-rubella-elimination-uk-strategy 
A Yorkshire and Humber steering group has been established to oversee the implementation of 

this strategy across Y&H. 
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 Meningococcal B: vaccine information for healthcare professionals – For Information 
This document was updated on 14th January. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/meningococcal-b-vaccine-information-for-
healthcare-professionals 
 

 Immunisations for young people- For Information 
Explains the HPV, Td/IPV and MenACWY vaccinations given to young people between 11 and 19 
years of age (school years 7 to 13). 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immunisations-for-young-people  
 

 Yellow Fever – Green Book, Chapter 35 – For Information 
Chapter revised: contraindication section updated for thymectomy and incidental thymectomy: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/yellow-fever-the-green-book-chapter-35  

 
Screening Information 

 Population Screening PosterTopic -  For Information/Action 
Public Health England have produce a useful poster highlighting where to go for information   
related to population screening in England. It is availiable by following the below link: 

   https://phescreening.blog.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/152/2018/12/Population-        
screening-useful-links.pdf 

 

 Cervical Cancer Prevention Week 2019 -  For Information/Action 
Jo’s Trust are launching their cervical cancer prevention week #Smearforfear from Monday the 
21st to Sunday the 27th of January 2019. There are lots of different ways to get involved and Jo’s 
Trust have developed a new awareness pack including leaflets, posters and factsheets. 
More information and resources can be found following the link below; 
Cervical Cancer Prevention Week 2019 | Jo's Cervical Cancer Trust 

 

 PHE Cervical screening extranet now closed -  For Information 
PHE has been working to improve their online guidance and information over the last 5 years. 
This has involved closing some old websites and moving information to platforms such as  
GOV.UK, e-Learning for Healthcare and the PHE Screening blog. Information for people working 
in cervical screening is available on GOV.UK. This includes: 
https://www.gov.uk/topic/population-screening-programmes/cervical  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/cervical-screening-education-and-training  

 

      PHE Screening key performance indicators published – For Information  
PHE have the annual 2017 to 2018 Screening performance data here: 
https://phescreening.blog.gov.uk/2019/01/11/screening-key-performance-indicators-
publication-of-the-annual-2017-to-2018-data/ 
 

Screening and Immunisation Team Contact Details. 

Please note that we are now operating a team DUTY DESK (9.00am-5pm  Monday to Friday), 
therefore when you ring you might not speak to your local coordinator.  When ringing (including 
mobiles) please leave a message as telephone numbers are not shown and so we will not be able 
to return your call. For non urgent local issues please email your local coordinator. For general non 
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urgent queries please email england.sybsit@nhs.net. Outside of the hours specified above please 
contact the Health Protection Team on the number below. 

 

Geographical 

Area 

Name Contact Details 

Barnsley Tracey Turner (Screening and 

Immunisation Coordinator) 

0113 82 53475  

 

Bassetlaw Sarah Dearns (Screening and 

Immunisation Coordinator) – 

Works Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

 

Jo Talbot 

Assistant Screening and 

Immunisation Coordinator 

0113 8251417    

 

 

 

0113 8253398 

  

Doncaster Sarah Archer (Screening and 

Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

0113 8251121 

 

Rotherham Sarah Dearns (Screening and 

Immunisation Coordinator) – 

works Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

 

Jo Talbot 

Assistant Screening and 

Immunisation Coordinator 

0113 8251417    

 

 

 

0113 8253398 

 

Sheffield Katie Markham(Screening and 

Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

Tracey Archer 

Assistant Screening and 

Immunisation Coordinator 

0113 8250782 

 

 

0113 8252853 

 
Health Protection Team Contact Details  
Health Protection Team now operate an Acute Response Centre (ARC) To contact them dial 0113 

3860 300.  

 

If the ARC is busy your call will be diverted to admin staff in any of the 3 regions Sheffield, York or 

Leeds, they will take a message and get the ARC to return your call as soon as possible. 
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