
   
 

 

Yorkshire and the Humber Screening and Immunisation Team Update 
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Please cascade to ALL staff, including GPs, Practice Nurses and Reception Staff 
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 COVID-19 -  For Action 
As you are aware the COVID-19 situation is evolving rapidly and we have received a number of 
calls regarding both screening and immunisation programmes. Below are messages from the 
PHE central immunisation team. In addition we are expecting (within the next couple of days) 
national guidance around all of the screening and immunisation programmes and will update as 
soon as possible. In the meantime please continue to liaise with your local screening and 
immunisation team. 
 

Infant Paracetamol and Men B vaccine/primary immunisations   
 

Locally and nationally we have become aware that some parents are having difficulties in 

obtaining infant paracetamol suspension.  PHE have issued the following statement/guidance:  

 

Given the risk of the serious infections that the vaccines protect against, PHE are recommending 

that the routine primary immunisation schedule should not be delayed. Whilst parents should 

continue to try to obtain and administer infant paracetamol if possible, infant vaccines can and 

should still be given even if it is not possible to give prophylactic paracetamol.  

 

Parents who have been unable to obtain infant paracetamol should be advised as follows: 

 

 Fever can be expected after any vaccination but is more common when the MenB vaccine 
(Bexsero) is given with the other routine vaccines at eight and sixteen weeks.  

 In infants who do develop a fever after vaccination, the fever tends to peak around six hours 
after vaccination and is nearly always gone completely within two days. 

 Ibuprofen can be used to treat a fever and other post-vaccination reactions. Prophylactic 
ibuprofen at the time of vaccination is not effective. 

 Information about treating a fever in children is available from the NHS UK webpage “Fever 
in children” at www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/   

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/


   
 If an infant still has a fever 48 hours after vaccination or if parents are concerned about their 

infant’s health at any time, they should seek advice from their GP or NHS 111. 

 The diseases that the vaccines protect against are very serious and therefore vaccination 
should not be delayed because of concerns about post-vaccination fever. 

 

Cause of fever following immunisation 

We have also been made aware of concerns that parents will not know whether a fever in their 

infant following immunisation is due to their immunisations or to COVID-19. Indications to date 

suggest that COVID-19 causes mild disease in infants and children. As has always been 

recommended, any infant with fever after vaccination should be monitored and if parents are 

concerned about their infant’s health at any time, they should seek advice from their GP or NHS 

111.  

 

The same advice applies to teenagers who are due their routine adolescent immunisations. 

Teenagers are less likely to develop vaccine reactions such as fever and if they do, these are 

generally short lived and resolve quickly.  COVID-19 is associated with a more prolonged course 

of illness with respiratory symptoms, especially cough, which would not be expected following 

vaccination. As with the infant primary immunisations, PHE are recommending that the routine 

adolescent immunisations should not be delayed. 
 
Routine childhood immunisations 
The diseases that the vaccines in the routine schedule protect against are very serious, with 
potentially life threatening and/or life changing consequences. Therefore vaccination should not 
be delayed because of the COVID-19 situation, all efforts should be made to ensure infants are 
vaccinated as close to schedule as possible. 
 
If your practice is adversely affected, closing at any point (for any length of time) please let your 
local screening and immunisation team know ASAP so that we can monitor any impact. 
 
We are awaiting guidance re: all of the national screening and immunisation programmes and 
will share any relevant with you as soos as possible. 
 

The full novel coronavirus COVID-19 latest guidance to UK health professionals can be 
found here. 
 

 Pneumococcal vaccination: guidance for health professionals–  For Action 
We are aware of a number of incidents following the schedule change (see below) where 
children have been vaccinated at the wrong time. The PCV - guidance for healthcare 
professionals provides useful information on all aspects of the programme e.g. what to do if the 
wrong schedule is followed, wrong vaccine given (PPV in stead of PCV), age limits, intervals etc. 

 infants born on or after 1 January 2020 should be offered a single dose of PCV13 
alongside their routine DTaP/IPV/Hib/HepB and rotavirus immunisations at 12 weeks of 
age, followed by a PCV13 booster at one year of age (on or after their first birthday). This 
will be referred to as the 1+1 PCV13 schedule. 

 infants born on or before 31 December 2019 will continue to receive two doses of 
PCV13 vaccine alongside their routine immunisations at 8 and 16 weeks of age, followed 
by a PCV13 booster at one year of age (on or after their first birthday). This will be 
referred to as the 2+1 PCV13 schedule 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/wuhan-novel-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pneumococcal-vaccination-guidance-for-health-professionals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pneumococcal-vaccination-guidance-for-health-professionals


   
It is essential that babies born on or after 1st January receive the correct schedule in order to 
ensure that subsequent booster doses e.g. at the age 1 year are not missed as a result of 
additional doses being required/given as part of the primary schedule.  

 Vaccine update, Issue 305 February 2020 - For Information 
This issue includes 

 mumps is on the increase 
 TD/IPV Vaccine Coverage Annual Report 2018 to 2019 
 MenACWY Vaccine Coverage Annual Report 2018 to 2019 
 Pertussis vaccination programme for pregnant women update: vaccine coverage in England, 

October to December 2019 
 PCV13 schedule change reminder 
 MMR vaccine ordering 
 vaccine supply for the routine programme 
 inactivated influenza vaccines guidance for 2019 to 2020 flu season 
 update to Bexsero patient leaflet 
 the EU Falsified Medicines Directive (FMD) and Delegated Regulation as applicable to PHE 

supplied vaccines for the national immunisation programme 
 vaccine supply for the non-routine programme 
 early notice: Easter and spring back holiday delivery and order cut-off changes 

Screening Information 

 Cervical screening: an easy guide - Information 
Healthcare professionals, carers or family can use this leaflet to discuss cervical screening with a 
woman who has learning disabilities. 

Screening providers can use the easy guide in conjunction with the cervical screening easy read 
invitation letter template to invite women with learning disabilities for screening. 

 Cervical Screening: cervical sample taker training - For Information 
Cervical screening: cervical sample taker training - This guidance, updated following the 
implementation of primary human papillomavirus (HPV)describes a post registration education 
pathway for new cervical sample takers in the NHS Cervical Screening Programme (NHSCSP). 

It aims to: 

 promote high quality, specialist training that is consistent with national policy 
recommendations and programme requirements 

 provide a common core of learning for all sample takers to a required minimum standard 
 advise on the training requirements for all sample takers in the NHSCSP  
 endorse the cervical screening mentor and cervical screening assessor roles for consistency 

in training and assessment 
 promote interaction across the care pathway 

The guidance also describes the requirement for update training to support sample takers in 
meeting their clinical and professional responsibilities for continuing professional development 
and revalidation 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-update-issue-305-february-2020?utm_source=79591b5e-88ca-4b2f-adc6-2f3bdd4455d3&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-easy-read-guide?utm_source=298c24c5-70fd-4a1b-856c-6611db756426&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-supporting-women-with-learning-disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-supporting-women-with-learning-disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-cervical-sample-taker-training?utm_source=08a8ed94-19b8-4ee7-b64f-67fb2e56aaa7&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly


   
 Cervical Screening: Role of nurses in English cervical screening programme celebrated by 

WHO - For Information 
PHE Blog - NHS Cervical Screening Programme manager Ruth Stubbs spoke to the World Health 
Organization (WHO) about the importance of nurses in providing an efficient cervical screening 
service to women in England. 

 Cervical Screening: North East & Yorkshire Cervical Screening Programme Newsletter 
Issue 3 – For Information/Action 
Please find attached issue 3 of the Gateshead cervical screening laboratory news leaflet. An 
email including the newsletter has been distributed to all sample takers and sample taking 
coordinators registered on the North East, Yorkshire and the Humber Cervical Sample Taker 
Database (CSTD). Please can you ensure that this has reached all of the sample takers in your 
practice. The CSTD Admin team would like to be made aware of any sample takers who did not 
receive a copy of the email so they can update their records accordingly. 

News leaflet March 

2020 Final.pdf
 

Local Information  
 

 Parental queries for childhood immunisations -  For Information/Action 
We have been made aware that some child health units are being contacted directly by 
parents querying immunisation schedules/appointments etc.  It is important that 
parents are not given the telephone number for Child Health Information Services (CHIS) 
to sort out any immunisation scheduling difficulties. Any difficulties or issues should 
addressed directly from within your practice or if necessary escalated to your quality 
lead at the CCG. 
 

 Screening and Immunisation Team Contact Details. 
Please note the screening and immunisation team operate a duty desk with a single point of 
contact . To ensure we can offer maximum assistance, before contacting the duty desk 
please refer to the Green Book for general immuniusation queries e.g. schedules etc and the 
Vaccine incident guidance: responding to vaccine errors for cold chain failures and other vaccine 

errors. To contact us please ring 0113 8253415 or email england.sybsit@nhs.net. Details of 
named coordinators are listed below: 
 
We are pleased to welcome Sue Markham to our team as Screening and Immunisation 
Manager covering Bassetlaw. Sue will be with us initially for nine months, covering Jo 
Morley. Sue has joined us at a period of exceptional activity and change but will be making 
contact with people in due course. 
 

Geographical 

Area 

Name 

Barnsley Emma Nebard (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

Bassetlaw Sue Markham (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

Doncaster Sarah Gill (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

https://phescreening.blog.gov.uk/2020/03/11/who-nurses-cervical-screening/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-incident-guidance-responding-to-vaccine-errors
mailto:england.sybsit@nhs.net


   
 

Rotherham Laura Brown (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

Sheffield Katie Markham(Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

 
Health Protection Team Contact Details  
As you will appreciate, due to the current Coronavirus the YH HPT are extremely busy. Queries 

relating to the routine/national vaccination and immunisation programmes should be primarily 

directed to your local SIT team. Any  calls received by the HPT  will be taken by Business Support 

staff who will in the first instance direct you to the Green Book. If concerns remain they will forward 

your query to the relevant SIT team or Health Protection Practitioner, who will respond as soon as 

possible.  to email the generic screening and imms email address for advice.  

 

Health Protection Team now operate an Acute Response Centre (ARC) To contact them dial 0113 

3860 300.  

 

If you need to notify the Y&H HPT of a communicable/infectious disease  

Please use the secure link here to make a notification.  

 

For some infections, public health measures to prevent onward spread of the disease need to be 

taken immediately.  

For urgent notifications please ring 0113 386 0300 in or out of hours. To check if a notification is 

urgent please click here 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://surveys.phe.org.uk/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=m4KJl8mMH
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/820133/PHE_Notifiable_diseases_poster_HPT.pdf

