
   
                                                                                                                     

 

Yorkshire and the Humber Screening and Immunisation Team Update 

W/C 2nd November 2020 

 

Please cascade to ALL staff, including GPs, Practice Nurses and Reception Staff 
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COVID-19 information 
 

 National flu and COVID-19 surveillance reports - For Information 
National influenza and COVID-19 report, monitoring COVID-19 activity, seasonal flu and other 
seasonal respiratory illnesses. Added week 44 reports, graphs and data table. 
 

Seasonal Flu Information    
 

 NHSE/I flu vaccination support for primary care teams – For Information/Action 
To support delivery of the NHS flu vaccination programme, NHS England and NHS Improvement 

(NHSE/I) has published two new resources for primary care providers. 

The quick guide for GPs and community pharmacists aims to help check the eligibility of people 

seeking to receive a free flu jab this year, whilst the frequently asked questions document answers 

some of the common queries raised by primary care staff. 

 Additional funding to local systems and primary care providers –  For Action 

NHSE/I has made additional funding available to local systems and primary care providers to cover 

reasonable additional costs (over and above the usual fee structures) associated with this year's 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-flu-and-covid-19-surveillance-reports?utm_source=854f0cda-a790-4572-90b9-ee116cbc39ae&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://psnc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=86d41ab7fa4c7c2c5d7210782&id=96adf34a67&e=f3469c7785
https://psnc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=86d41ab7fa4c7c2c5d7210782&id=3d75cb57a3&e=f3469c7785


   
                                                                                                                     

extended flu programme. Two sets of guidance have been published on how to claim 

from this funding, one for NHS regional teams and community pharmacies, and one for NHS regional 

teams and general practices. Practices should speak to their CCG flu lead for further local 

information. 

 

 Ordering National Additional Flu stock  –  For Action 
On 9 October, the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) wrote to GP practices to confirm the 

process by which GPs will be able to access the additional adult flu vaccine stock secured to support 

the expanded vaccination programme this season. GP practices are now able to access the following 

vaccines (please refer to Table 1 in the guidance for timescales and minimum/maximum order 

quantities): 

 Seqirus: Flucelvax® Tetra and Adjuvanted Trivalent Influenza Vaccine 

 Mylan: Quadrivalent Influvac® sub-unit Tetra 

For full details please refer to the guidance. 

Please note that in order to access DHSC stock, practices will be required to sign two self-

certification declarations: 1) to manufacturers before they can access stock, and 2) to NHS Business 

Services Authority (acting on behalf of NHSEI) at the end of the season as part of the post-payment 

verification process.  Appendix C – Self-certification declaration to NHSEI as part of Post-payment 

Verification Process - Practices will be required to sign this declaration as part of the Post-payment 

Verification Process. Information on the PPV process will be available via this link  

Further instruction on timing of extension of eligibility to all 50 to 64 year olds and vaccine supply 

for this cohort will follow and stock should not be ordered for this cohort at this stage, vaccines 

given to this cohort prior to eligibility being confirmed cannot be claimed for.  

A proportion of the central stock has been pre-allocated for community pharmacies and NHS 

Providers. DHSC guidance to NHS Providers and for community pharmacies on how to access this 

stock will be cascaded shortly. 

 

 

 Learning disability and autism flu delivery –  For Information 

This short film presentation supports general practice and pharmacy teams to carry out flu 

vaccinations for people with a learning disability and autistic people who may be eligible for a 

vaccination. The film covers why it is important, who is eligible for a free vaccine, reasonable 

adjustments, consent and decision making. A parent of a 16-year-old with a learning disability 

describes how GPs and pharmacists can support families to make sure their relatives can have their 

vaccination.
 

 
 
 
 

https://generalpracticebulletin.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cijdda-jujdjlttkd-r/
https://generalpracticebulletin.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cijdda-jujdjlttkd-y/
https://generalpracticebulletin.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cijdda-jujdjlttkd-y/
https://generalpracticebulletin.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cijdda-jujdjlttkd-u/
https://generalpracticebulletin.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cijdda-jujdjlttkd-o/
https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/pharmacies-gp-practices-and-appliance-contractors/prescribing-and-dispensing/high-volume-vaccine-forms-fp34dpd-appendix-forms
https://generalpracticebulletin.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cijdda-jujdjlttkd-b/


   
                                                                                                                     

 Free flu immunisation training for primary care clinicians –  For Information/Action 
For all primary care staff involved in the flu immunisation programme, Health Education England 

(HEE) have developed a free flu Immunisation online training resource that is available on the HEE e-

Learning for Health platform. The programmes provides all healthcare practitioners involved in 

delivering the national flu immunisation programme with the knowledge they need to confidently 

promote high uptake of flu vaccination and effectively deliver the vaccine programme. 

 Flu immunisation for social care staff –  For Information 

Leaflets for social care staff to support the annual flu programme. Added a letter of entitlement to a 

free winter flu vaccination for PAs employed by individuals and converted content from PDF to 

HTML to improve accessibility. 

 
 Influenza: the green book, chapter 19 – For information 

Influenza immunisation information including updates for public health professionals. Updated to 

include information on the recombinant quadrivalent influenza vaccine. 

 

 Influenza vaccine manufacturer contact details 2020/21 – For information 
Useful document containing contact information can be found here  
 

 ‘Keep Warm Keep Well’ leaflet – For information 

These leaflets give advice on staying well in cold weather, covering issues such as financial help, 

healthy lifestyle, flu jabs and heating. Added updated version of the Keep Warm Keep Well (Coping 

with cold weather and COVID-19) leaflet. 

 
 

Immunisation Information 

 

 Immunisation update webinars for primary care immunisers – For information 
 

Series of webinars to help immunisers update their knowledge. Added link to the Shingles and adult 

pneumococcal (adult) vaccines webinar.
 

 

 Vaccine Supply Notification: 23 valent polysaccharide pneumococcal vaccine (Pneumovax 23) 

pre-filled syringes –  For Information 

The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has issued a vaccine supply notification for 23 

valent polysaccharide pneumococcal vaccine (Pneumovax 23) pre-filled syringes (Merck Sharp and 

Dohme Limited). Supplies of Pneumovax 23 pre-filled syringes (PFS) are very limited until January 

2021, due to increased demand. 

Supplies can only be ordered from the wholesaler AAH and maximum ordering quotas have been 

placed to ensure equitable and appropriate distribution during this period. 

https://generalpracticebulletin.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cijdda-jujdjlttkd-n/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-immunisation-for-social-care-staff?utm_source=f0e9d851-ed9a-4fc3-a979-5aaa2064c4a2&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-bookhttps:/www.gov.uk/government/publications/influenza-the-green-book-chapter-19?utm_source=6728219a-61a2-4567-8b45-f7461fbf3724&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/891140/Oval_albumin_table_2020_to_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keep-warm-keep-well-leaflet-gives-advice-on-staying-healthy-in-cold-weather?utm_source=3e6639f8-24c7-4706-8e1e-9c49045d96e9&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immunisation-update-webinars-for-primary-care-immunisers?utm_source=22db17f7-de1b-4a9c-8f30-1a3c52aa3d4e&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly


   
                                                                                                                     

 Vaccine Preventable Disease and Immunisation Q2 April to June 2020 – For 
Information 

Please see below the latest Vaccine Preventable Diseases and Immunisation quarterly data for 

Yorkshire and the Humber. This report contains information on a range of vaccine preventable 

diseases (measles, mumps, pertussis and meningococcal disease) and vaccination uptake. 
 

Vaccine Preventable 

Disease Q2 April to June 2020.pdf
 

 

 Out of Scheduled requests and Fridge Failures – For Information 
Prior to contacting ImmForm on an incident whereby a breach in the cold chain has occurred, please 

contact the manufacturers of the products concerned. The manufacturers will be able to advise you 

on the stability of your vaccines.  

 

This Helpsheet informs you of what to do in the event of a fridge failure, other breach in the cold 

chain, or any incident leading to wastage of medicines ordered through ImmForm.  

 

 Contact telephone numbers for vaccine manufacturers – For Information 

 

 
 

 Immunisation against infectious disease 
The Green Book chapter 19 has the latest information on vaccines and vaccination procedures, for 
vaccine preventable infectious diseases in the UK. 
 

 
 

Screening Information 

 NIPT e-learning resource live –  For Information 

New NIPT e-learning resource is now live. Find out more about our new non-invasive prenatal 

testing (NIPT) e-learning resource. 

 

https://portal.immform.phe.gov.uk/IntranetPortal/files/ef/ef8e538c-22d0-4f1e-98c5-a29b649b7e68.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://phescreening.blog.gov.uk/2020/10/23/new-nipt-e-learning-resource-live/


   
                                                                                                                     

 Cervical screening: call and recall administration best practice –  For Information 
Updated 20th October 2020, This document is a comprehensive revision of the NHS Cervical 
Screening Programme (NHS CSP) Good Practice Guide No.18, ‘Cervical screening call and recall: a 
guide to administrative good practice’ and replaces the version dated 2017. It must be read in 
conjunction with the NHS cervical screening programme service specification. 
 

 

 Cervical Screening: Tips for communicating with patients - For Information 
Jo’s Trust have recently published a blog and developed a short film in collaboration with NHSEI and 
PHE colleagues, which can be viewed by following the link: https://www.jostrust.org.uk/about-
us/news-and-blog/blog/tips-communicating-patients-about-cervical-screening   
 
 

 Cervical Screening: Accepting samples in laboratories updated guidance – For Information 
Public Health England have updated and published the ‘Cervical screening: accepting samples in 
laboratories’ guidance. The guidance reflects the changes in the HPV Primary screening pathway. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-accepting-samples-in-laboratories  
There are specific changes that relate to out-of-programme samples, for those taken more than 3 
months before an individual’s next test due date. This change is featured in section 6, specimen 
requirements/out-of-programme samples. 
The guidance is intended for several disciplines working in the NHS screening programme and 
outlines the responsibility for sample takers, commissioners and laboratories. The guidance is very 
important for improving the quality in the programme. 

 
 

Screening and Immunisation Team Contact Details. 
 
Please note the screening and immunisation team operate a duty desk with a single point of contact. 
To ensure we can offer maximum assistance, before contacting the duty desk please refer to the 
Green Book for general immunisation queries e.g. schedules etc and the Vaccine incident guidance: 
responding to vaccine errors for cold chain failures and other vaccine errors.   
 
Please note that due to home working arrangements we are currently unable to answer calls from 
0113 8253415 therefore please email england.sybsit@nhs.net leaving a contact telephone number 
and we will respond either by return email or by phone.  

 
Details of named coordinators are listed below: 
 

Geographical Area Name 

Barnsley Emma Nebard (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

Bassetlaw Sue Markham (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

Doncaster Sarah Gill (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

Rotherham Laura Brown (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

Sheffield Katie Markham (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 
Health Protection Team Contact Details  
As you will appreciate, due to the current Coronavirus the YH HPT are extremely busy. Queries 

relating to the routine/national vaccination and immunisation programmes should be primarily 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gateway-ref-07846-180913-Service-specification-No.-25-NHS-Cervical-screening.pdf
https://www.jostrust.org.uk/about-us/news-and-blog/blog/tips-communicating-patients-about-cervical-screening
https://www.jostrust.org.uk/about-us/news-and-blog/blog/tips-communicating-patients-about-cervical-screening
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-accepting-samples-in-laboratories
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-incident-guidance-responding-to-vaccine-errors
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-incident-guidance-responding-to-vaccine-errors
mailto:england.sybsit@nhs.net


   
                                                                                                                     

directed to your local SIT team. Any  calls received by the HPT  will be taken by Business 

Support staff who will in the first instance direct you to the Green Book. If concerns remain they 

will forward your query to the relevant SIT team or Health Protection Practitioner, who will respond 

as soon as possible.  to email the generic screening and imms email address for advice.  

 

Health Protection Team now operate an Acute Response Centre (ARC) To contact them dial 0113 

3860 300.  

 

If you need to notify the Y&H HPT of a communicable/infectious disease  

Please use the secure link here to make a notification.  

For some infections, public health measures to prevent onward spread of the disease need to be 

taken immediately.  

For urgent notifications please ring 0113 386 0300 in or out of hours. To check if a notification is 

urgent please click here 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://surveys.phe.org.uk/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=m4KJl8mMH
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/820133/PHE_Notifiable_diseases_poster_HPT.pdf

