
   
 

 

Yorkshire and the Humber Screening and Immunisation Team Update 

W/C 23rd December 2019 

 

Please cascade to ALL staff, including GPs, Practice Nurses and Reception Staff 
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 Seasonal Flu – For Information  
During week 50, community activity indicators were above baseline levels in England. In 
Yorkshire and Humber, influenza activity was higher than nationally, at medium intensity when 
compared to the previous 7 seasons. Rates of people visiting their GP with influenza-like illness 
(ILI) have increased nationally and in Yorkshire and Humber rates are higher than rates reported 

in the same week of the 2018/19 influenza season.  
 
There were 10 outbreaks of ILI reported in Yorkshire and Humber (5 outbreaks in care homes, 2 
in hospitals, and 3 in schools).  

 
In Yorkshire and Humber, the ICU/HDU admissions were higher than the national average, but 
also at moderate intensity levels. This was substantially higher than the rate reported in the 

same week last year. 
 

Vaccination should continue to be offered as soon as possible to all eligible groups. 

 

Public Health England (PHE) and the Department for Health have activated the catch it-bin it- kill 
it campaign. The campaign includes digital and print materials to inform the public about the 
steps they can take to protect themselves and reduce spread of the virus by practising good 
respiratory hand hygiene. The flu virus can live for many hours on hard surfaces and therefore 
practising good hand hygiene can limit the spread of germs and transmission of flu. People are 
advised to catch coughs and sneezes in a tissue, bin it, and then wash their hands afterwards to 
kill the germs. Practising good hand hygiene and giving eligible people the flu vaccine is the best 
defence against the virus.  

A4 and A3 Posters  
- Press advertisement 
- Social Media Images 
- Digital Screens 
- Cold Weather Media Kit - We have instagram and twitter images of hand washing within the 
toolkit. 

http://content.phepartnerships.co.uk/?C4Zk.vJlbTJwjbYB--k.CLQA8vcrvjQ3C
http://content.phepartnerships.co.uk/?C4Zk.vJlbTJwjbYB--k.CLQA8vcrvjQ3C
http://content.phepartnerships.co.uk/?V4ZklvJlcfNt5YPV.Jkl34Z4IW98WDQ3V&https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/34/resources/2665
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/34/resources/2661
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/34/resources/4893
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/34/resources/4895
http://content.phepartnerships.co.uk/?VVTRlvepUDJy5bPVlJklOLZkaL9rWDQ3V&https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/34/resources/4842


   
 

 NHS England letter on JCVI advice and NHS reimbursement for 2020/21 influenza 
vaccines – Important for Action 
Please see enclosed below the NHS England letter on the implementation of the Joint 

Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation advice on influenza vaccines in the UK for the 

2020/21 season and NHS reimbursement (also circulated directly to practice managers via YH 

contracts). 

 

20 December NHS 

England JCVI advce and NHS reimbursement flu vaccine 2020-21.pdf
 

 

 Updated Immunisation resources -  For Information 
There are two versions of theses leaflets – one for parents of babies born on or before 31st 

December 2019 and one for parents of babies born on or after 1st January 2020. Both are 

available to order hard copies. 
 
 Childhood immunisations: quick guide for parents of premature babies   

o A leaflet for parents which describes the immunisations offered to premature 

babies.  
 Pre-school vaccinations: guide to vaccinations from 2 to 5 years  

o A leaflet providing details of immunisations for children between 2 and 5 years, 

before they start school. 

 Complete routine immunisation schedule  - updated to  with schedules prior to and from 

January 2020 -Immunisation information for health professionals and immunisation 

practitioners. 

 Immunisations: babies up to 13 months of age - This booklet covers all immunisations 

for babies during their first year of life. 

 Immunisations for young people – These leaflets explain the HPV, Td/IPV and MenACWY 

vaccinations given to young people in school years 7 to 13. 

 Vaccination of individuals with uncertain or incomplete immunisation status  -  One-page 

summary for health professionals and immunisation practitioners giving vaccinations – 

updated with change of schedule from 1st January 2020. 

 Immunisation information for migrants - This information is for anyone who has moved 

to the UK and advises them on the need to register with a GP to get up to date with their 

routine vaccinations. It explains the vaccines that at risk people with health conditions, 

pregnant women, infants, children and older adults need and the diseases this will help 

protect them from. 

 What to expect after vaccinations - Information about the common side effects of 

vaccinations that might occur in babies and young children up to 5 years of age – 

available in different languages. 

 

 Pneumococcal vaccination programme –  For Information/Action 
 PCV Schedule change bipartite letter (NHSEI & PHE) - please see attached the bipartite 

letter officially announcing the changes to PCV13 for infants born on or after 1 January 

2020 (also circulated to practice manager via YH contracts). 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-quick-guide-to-childhood-immunisation-for-the-parents-of-premature-babies?utm_source=0f421c1c-a103-4d58-9fe6-77870cf1c3db&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-school-vaccinations-a-guide-to-vaccinations-from-2-to-5-years?utm_source=2035ae49-6a45-4989-86fe-1b4f89ebeae9&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule?utm_source=e2707629-92ca-4cfb-91a4-1b23b1848315&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-guide-to-immunisations-for-babies-up-to-13-months-of-age?utm_source=b71d28ff-87c9-461c-827f-ce49091d6fa5&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immunisations-for-young-people?utm_source=4069d9d2-0b65-403e-8dd2-682733d4e6b9&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-of-individuals-with-uncertain-or-incomplete-immunisation-status?utm_source=4ff2c324-242b-4b70-9198-a41fb2cd1aff&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immunisation-information-for-migrants?utm_source=441fc4b8-78d7-4d7a-9c17-c27f8a00d9c6&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-expect-after-vaccinations?utm_source=e3e0e746-7b57-48d1-a9a9-d5d6f49dabb7&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly


   

201912 

Letter_NHSEI-PHE_PCV13ScheduleChange_V1.0_20191218.pdf
 

 Pneumococcal vaccination: guidance for health professionals  - Information for 

healthcare practitioners on the changes to the infant pneumococcal vaccination 

schedule. The PCV13 immunisation schedule has been changed as follows: 

 infants born on or after 1 January 2020 should be offered a single dose of PCV13 

alongside their routine DTaP/IPV/Hib/HepB and rotavirus immunisations at 12 

weeks of age, followed by a PCV13 booster at one year of age (on or after their 

first birthday). This will be referred to as the 1+1 PCV13 schedule 

 infants born on or before 31 December 2019 will continue to receive two doses 

of PCV13 vaccine alongside their routine immunisations at 8 and 16 weeks of 

age, followed by a PCV13 booster at one year of age (on or after their first 

birthday). This will be referred to as the 2+1 PCV13 schedule 

 Pneumococcal vaccination for infants: Flyer providing information to parents and 

professionals on the change to the routine childhood immunisation schedule for 

pneumococcal vaccination. 

Vaccine update - No. 303, December 2019 PCV special edition includes; 

 

 changes to the infant pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) schedule 
taking place in the New Year (2020) 

 the Redbook is being updated too 
 ordering your free resources from the Health Publications website 
 improving vaccine uptake in the West Midlands – how we did it feature 
 National Immunisation Network (NIN) conference 21 to 22 April 2020 – 

bookings opening soon 
 Fundamentals of Immunisation – book your place now 
 vaccine supply – centrally supplied 
 children’s flu vaccine for 2019 to 2020 
 Christmas and New Year deliveries notice 
 maternal pertussis programme – upcoming changes to dTaP/IPV vaccine 
 the EU Falsified Medicines Directive (FMD) and Delegated Regulation as 

applicable to PHE supplied vaccines for the national immunisation 
programme 

 Guidance Notes - Pneumococcal Vaccine digital implementation. Please see enclosed 
guidance (GPs and CHISs) which in addition to all of the materials above inlcudes 
important additional information on:  

 Vaccine scheduling  
 Vaccine Recording  
 What should the recording be for children who received a Pneumococcal 

vaccine at 8 weeks? 6 
 COVER and Datasets 

 

201912 Pneumo 

(PCV)_CHIS system change guidance document.v0.4.pdf
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pneumococcal-vaccination-guidance-for-health-professionals?utm_source=8f3944ee-64b7-4aaa-b65e-ce9ee9f99012&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pneumococcal-vaccination-for-infants-leaflets?utm_source=0c5b24cb-2944-4e75-b685-8a72ed3e3f47&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/852260/PHE_1103_vaccine_update_issue_303_PCV_special_edition.pdf


   
Screening Information 

 Cervical Screening in HIV positive women –  For Information/Action 
We would like to clarify the position in relation to annual cervical screening for women who are 
HIV positive.  National programme guidance states that women who are HIV positive should 
have annual cervical screening tests. In order to achieve the correct recall and prevent samples 
from being rejected, the sample takers are required to provide details of the HIV +ve status in 
the clinical details on the cervical screening request form.  

We understand that women living with HIV can be reluctant to disclose their HIV status. 
However, they should be made aware that, without the appropriate clinical details, there is a 
risk they may not be recalled at an appropriate time or that the sample could be rejected by the 
laboratory if deemed outside the normal screening interval. 

The details of the HIV status should be coded as retroviral infection RVI. If the result of 
screening is negative, the laboratory must issue a report with a recall of 12 months rather than 
routine recall. If the result of screening is abnormal then the appropriate screening pathway will 
be followed. 

 Registered nursing associates training in cervical sample taking – For Information/Action 
Please see the information below which clarifies the position of Health Education England, Public 
Health England and NHSEngland/Improvement in regards to Nursing Associates (NAs) and basic 
cervical sample taker training. 
Registered NAs working in primary care are eligible to train to undertake the role of cervical 
sample taker. Registered NAs must meet the core clinical competencies in the Skills for Health 
competency framework set out in the NHS CSP sample taker training guidance. 

  
To undertake cervical screening, NAs must have: 

 completed a nursing associate qualification and be registered as a NA with the Nursing 
and Midwifery Council (NMC) 

 undertaken initial theory and practical training as required by the NHS CSP, successfully 
completed the course and assessed as competent 

 undertaken update training and maintained competency in line with national cervical 
sample taker training guidance 

   
        The registered NA role is not yet a named profession under the Treatment of Disease, Disorder 

or Injury (TDDI) legislation regulated by the Care Quality Commission (CQC). However, the CQC 
expects any provider to consider safety, quality, competency and TDDI legislation when 
deploying a NA. See CQC briefing for providers.  

  
When a NA has registered with the NMC, a registered professional listed under the legislation 
(registered nurse or GP) will need to supervise the practice of that NA. The supervisor must be 
present at the GP practice when the NA is carrying out the procedure. The supervisor can 
undertake indirect supervision of the NA when carrying out this procedure. This is a delegated 
activity and the NA would be expected to work within the remits of their professional code.  

  
NHS England/Improvement, Health Education England and PHE are working together to follow a 
test cohort of registered NAs to undertake cervical sample taker training. This evaluation will 
help make sure that the new profession of registered NAs can support primary care and health 
services to deliver this aspect of care. Any lessons learnt from the evaluation will be 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-cervical-sample-taker-training
https://www.cqc.org.uk/sites/default/files/20190123_briefing_for_providers_nursing_associates_0.pdf


   
incorporated into the training guidance and communicated to providers by NHS England’s 
primary care nursing team and PHE screening.  

  
        If you have a registered NA locally who has already started cervical sample taker training please 

take part in the evaluation by emailing the PHE Screening helpdesk at 
PHE.screeninghelpdesk@nhs.net. 

 

 Jo’s Cervical Cancer Trust –  For Information/Action 
Jo’s Cervical Cancer Prevention Week will be running from 20th to 26th January 2020. The focus of 
this campaign will be; 

 Encouraging attendance  
 Symptoms awareness 
 HPV vaccination 
 Finding support and further information 

 

      For more information and resources please see the link below; 
https://www.jostrust.org.uk/get-involved/campaign/cervical-cancer-prevention-week  

 
 The future of antenatal and newborn screening information - For Information/Action 

The following blog was released this week which talks about looking towards the digital 
age and the future ways of inviting people for screening. The link below contains an 
antenatal and newborn screening animation video which could be used on screens in 
waiting areas for community midwifery appointments and other appropriate settings. 
https://phescreening.blog.gov.uk/2019/12/17/future-antenatal-newborn-information/  
 

Local Information  

 Immunisation training -  For Information  
Introduction to Vaccination and Immunisation - University of Sheffield. Two Day Basic Training 
(Study Days) 3rd & 10th March 2020 (40 places) 
Who is it for? 
These study days are suitable for first level registered nurses working in primary care settings, 
including practice nurses, district nurses, health visitors and school nurses. This course is not 
suitable for Health Care Assistants. 
To book 
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/health-sciences/continuing-professional-development/cpd-
opportunities/vaccination-immunisation  

 
 Screening and Immunisation Team Contact Details. 
Please note the screening and immunisation team operate a duty desk with a single point of 
contact – please ring 0113 8253415 or email england.sybsit@nhs.net. Details of named 
coordinators are listed below: 
 

Geographical 

Area 

Name 

Barnsley Vacant as of 18th October – please contact above 

Bassetlaw Vacant as of 1st December – please contact above 

 

Doncaster Sarah Gill (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

mailto:PHE.screeninghelpdesk@nhs.net
https://www.jostrust.org.uk/get-involved/campaign/cervical-cancer-prevention-week
https://phescreening.blog.gov.uk/2019/12/17/future-antenatal-newborn-information/
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/health-sciences/continuing-professional-development/cpd-opportunities/vaccination-immunisation
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/health-sciences/continuing-professional-development/cpd-opportunities/vaccination-immunisation
mailto:england.sybsit@nhs.net


   
 

Rotherham Vacant as of 1st December – please contact above 

Sheffield Katie Markham(Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

 
 

Health Protection Team Contact Details  
Health Protection Team now operate an Acute Response Centre (ARC) To contact them dial 0113 

3860 300.  

 

If the ARC is busy your call will be diverted to admin staff in any of the 3 regions Sheffield, York or 

Leeds, they will take a message and get the ARC to return your call as soon as possible. 

 
 


