
   

 

 

Yorkshire and the Humber Screening and Immunisation Team Update 
W/C 24th August 2020 

 
Please cascade to ALL staff, including GPs, Practice Nurses and Reception Staff 
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COVID-19 Information   

  
 COVID-19: Guidance for the remobilisation of services within health and care settings – For 

Information 
This guidance supersedes the COVID-19 UK IPC guidance (18 June 2020). 
 
Please also see below the FAQ’s to support the updated guidance.  

20200821 - IPC 

guidance - FAQs.pdf
 

 

 National COVID-19 surveillance reports – For Information 
National COVID-19 surveillance reports, including weekly summary of findings monitored 
through various COVID-19 surveillance systems. Added week 34 report, infographic, contain 
framework and data table. 

 
Immunisation Information    
 

 Updated BCG PGD –  For Action 
The PGD for BCG vaccine has been updated and will be available shortly on the PGD webpage  

 
 Updated PPV23 PGD –  For Action 

The PGD for PPV23 vaccine has been updated and will be available shortly on the PGD webpage 

 
 Updated LAIV and Inactivated flu vaccine PGD’s –  For Action 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/910885/COVID-19_Infection_prevention_and_control_guidance_FINAL_PDF_20082020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-covid-19-surveillance-reports?utm_source=28f0a39e-dcac-4fa9-9659-ff1e67558686&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.england.nhs.uk/north-east-yorkshire/our-work/information-for-professionals/pgds/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/north-east-yorkshire/our-work/information-for-professionals/pgds/


   

 

The PGD’s for LAIV and Inactivated flu vaccine will be available shortly on the PGD webpage 
 

 Flu resources 2020 - For Action 

This year it is more important than ever that everyone who is eligible for their flu vaccine takes 
up the offer. We encourage colleagues to familiarise yourself with the resources available and 
order stock of the hard copies as soon as possible.  

Collated in this document are information and links to flu campaign assets and resources 
including: 

 Who should have it and why 
 Guidance for Schools 
 Easy Read Poster and Leaflet 
 Protecting your child against flu 2020 to 2021 
 5 Reasons poster 
 Health care work flu campaign materials 

 Flu Immunisation e-learning programme updated for the new season – For Information/Action 

Health Education England e-Learning for Healthcare (HEE e-LfH) has worked with Public Health 
England (PHE) to update the Flu Immunisation e-learning programme to ensure it is up to date 
for the 2020/21 flu season. 

The Flu Immunisation e-learning resource is designed to provide all healthcare practitioners 
involved in delivering the national flu immunisation programme with the knowledge they need 
to confidently promote high uptake of flu vaccination and administer the flu vaccines to those 
who need them.       

The e-learning course consists of three knowledge sessions and three assessment sessions. All 
those undertaking this e-learning should complete the Core Knowledge session and 
accompanying assessment as this is designed to provide essential knowledge about what flu is 
and the rationale for, and design of, the annual flu programme. 

For more information about the programme, including details on how to access, visit: www.e-
lfh.org.uk/programmes/flu-immunisation/. 

 Flu vaccinations 50-64 year olds - For Information 

Please note that people in the 50-64-year old age group will not be vaccinated until November 
and December, providing there is sufficient vaccine, and no appointments will be offered for this 
age group until then. This is to ensure that those who are most at risk are vaccinated first.  If you 
are 50-64 and you are in one of the other groups which is eligible for the flu vaccination, for 
example you have a health condition which puts you at risk from the flu, you will be invited 
earlier. Further information on this phase of the programme will be provided to 
practices/providers in due course. 

 Shingles vaccination programme for those who missed during lockdown/were shielding –  For 
Information 

 
Individuals become eligible for routine vaccination against shingles when they become 70 years 
of age and for those in the catch-up cohort, as they become 78 or 79 years of age. All eligible 
individuals retain eligibility to receive the shingles vaccine until they become 80 years of age. As 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/north-east-yorkshire/our-work/information-for-professionals/pgds/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTkuMjU4MzYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1VLSFBBLzIwMjAvMDgvMTkvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNTIxMTgyL0ZsdSUyMHJlc291cmNlcyUyMC0lMjBzdW1tYXJ5JTIwMjAyMC5wZGYifQ._2VFh4KWTti9JBdLCD6XT0ajkPfqCCTpNawLfKJFueM%2Fs%2F1171263377%2Fbr%2F82524298145-l&data=02%7C01%7CHayley.Wilson%40phe.gov.uk%7C42e157edbf9a482a657e08d84438e423%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C637334359015627904&sdata=qGr264ds6quXUT4SvfSDHHwaPah5ZqSxDZZWBSLQdFM%3D&reserved=0
http://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/flu-immunisation/
http://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/flu-immunisation/


   

 

lockdown and shielding measures are easing, this a reminder that the shingles vaccine can be 
offered opportunistically to the cohorts outlined above. Shingles vaccination as part of the 
routine immunisation programme is covered under the national PHE PGD and may be 
administered at the same time as the pneumococcal vaccine (Pneumovax 23) and when 
available, inactivated influenza vaccines.    
 
Some individuals who were eligible for the Shingles (catch-up) vaccination programme may have 
turned 80 years during the COVID-19 pandemic and missed the opportunity to be vaccinated, 
either due to lockdown or because they were shielding at home and unable to attend their 
general practice. This cohort of individuals is likely to be very small and can still be offered 
shingles vaccine unless contraindicated, up to the 31 December 2020. This temporary offer 
applies only to those who were eligible and who missed shingles vaccination because they were 
shielding and who turned 80 years of age during that period. It is only applicable to periods of 
time when lockdown or shielding was recommended. Payment for this should be at the same 
rate as other shingles vaccines and will be managed by local commissioners. As this cohort will 
not be included in the Shingles PGD, a Patient Specific Direction (PSD) should be used by 
practices for this specific cohort of patients. 
 

 
Screening Information 

 Cervical Screening Administration Service Briefing –  For Information 
Please find attached a briefing (entitled CSAS need to know briefing Aug 20) that has been 
developed by the North of England CSU which provides an update on phase 2 of the transfer of 
the Cervical Screening Administrative Service (CSAS) back to the NHS, including changes to CSAS’ 
contact details which go live on 19th August 2020.   

CSAS need to know 

briefing Aug20 final draft v2.docx
 

 
 Guidance: your baby carries a gene for sickle cell –  For Information  

PHE has published guidance for parents of babies found to carry the sickle cell gene following 
their newborn blood spot screening test. This information explains what being a carrier of a 
sickle cell gene means for your baby, you and your wider family. 

 Antenatal and newborn screening information – digital by default –  For Information 
Antenatal and newborn screening providers should now be signposting parents routinely to 
digital versions of information leaflets rather than automatically handing out printed leaflets. 
Read post here. 

General information 
 

 The RCN 'Tools of the trade'  
This publication provides further information on glove use and the risks of using gloves 
inappropriately or unnecessarily in relation to infection and skin health with links to the WHO 
guidance. 

 
  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTkuMjU4MzYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMveW91ci1iYWJ5LWNhcnJpZXMtYS1nZW5lLWZvci1zaWNrbGUtY2VsbC9zaWNrbGUtY2VsbC1hbmQtdGhhbGFzc2FlbWlhLXNjcmVlbmluZy15b3VyLWJhYnktY2Fycmllcy1hLWdlbmUtZm9yLXNpY2tsZS1jZWxsIn0.MNIXw8ygzCAMb1M17eNORCm9TuinFqx8Acxd0yghZls%2Fs%2F1171263377%2Fbr%2F82524298145-l&data=02%7C01%7CHayley.Wilson%40phe.gov.uk%7C42e157edbf9a482a657e08d84438e423%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C637334359015657888&sdata=6kz%2Fwj4Ucdt%2F023DiqTvnih2qMPC3hVRYBeCJhjtwsc%3D&reserved=0
https://phescreening.blog.gov.uk/2020/08/24/antenatal-and-newborn-screening-information-digital-by-default/
https://www.rcn.org.uk/professional-development/publications/rcn-tools-of-the-trade-covid-19-pub009109


   

 

Local Information  
 
SNOMED update -  For Information and Action 
You may have seen a recent communication from your Clinical Applications, Data Quality and 

Training Team regarding a SNOMED update which may have had/have an impact on the recently flu 

reports (please see below) 
 

EMIS Comms: 

 

A major SNOMED update will be applied to EMIS Web which is likely to cause an unexpected impact 

on the recently-released Flu Reports v1.0. 

 

The SNOMED update is likely to lead to a significant increase in the number of patients identified in 

the Immunosuppression Diagnosis cohort (IMMDX), with conditions like Psoriasis and Hay Fever 

being picked up. It is expected that the SNOMED update will be applied when the practice receives 

MKB v166. 

 

As a temporary measure, the IMMDX cohort has been removed from the At Risk cohort 

(ATRISK_GROUP) in Flu Reports v1.1. This will prevent conditions like Psoriasis and Hay Fever from 

being picked up by the Flu Reports – but it may also mean that some patients with a genuine 

immunosuppression diagnosis won’t be included in the At Risk cohort. However, some patients with 

a genuine immunosuppression diagnosis may still be included in the Flu Reports because of other 

clinical conditions or immunosuppression medication, or because they had a recorded flu 

vaccination last year. 

 

Note that Flu Reports v1.0 run before the SNOMED update is applied will return the expected 

patients. Flu Reports v1.1 run after the SNOMED update is applied will not include the additional 

conditions, but may exclude a small number of patients with a genuine immunosuppression 

diagnosis.  

 

SystmOne Comms: 

 

On Friday 21 August, TPP applied a major SNOMED update to SystmOne which had an unexpected 

impact on the recently-released Flu Reports. 

 

The SNOMED update led to a significant increase in the number of patients identified in the 

Immunosuppression Diagnosis cohort (IMMDX), with conditions like Psoriasis and Hay Fever being 

picked up. 

 

As a temporary measure, the IMMDX cohort has been removed from the At Risk cohort 

(ATRISK_GROUP). This will prevent conditions like Psoriasis and Hay Fever from being picked up by 

the Flu Reports – but it may also mean that some patients with a genuine immunosuppression 

diagnosis won’t be included in the At Risk cohort. However, some patients with a genuine 

immunosuppression diagnosis may still be included in the Flu Reports because of other clinical 

conditions or immunosuppression medication, or because they had a recorded flu vaccination last 

year. 

 

Note that Flu Reports which were run on or before Thursday 20 August will have returned the 

expected patients. Flu Reports run on Friday 21 August will have included additional conditions such 



   

 

as Psoriasis and Hay Fever. Flu Reports run on or after Saturday 22 August will not include the 

additional conditions, but may exclude a small number of patients with a genuine 

immunosuppression diagnosis.  

 

For queries regarding these reports, practices should raise a support call with their Clinical 

Applications, Data Quality and Training Team 

 

Screening and Immunisation Team Contact Details. 
Please note the screening and immunisation team operate a duty desk with a single point of contact. 
To ensure we can offer maximum assistance, before contacting the duty desk please refer to the 
Green Book for general immuniusation queries e.g. schedules etc and the Vaccine incident guidance: 
responding to vaccine errors for cold chain failures and other vaccine errors.  Please note that due 
to home working arrangements we are currently unable to answer calls from 0113 8253415 
therefore please email england.sybsit@nhs.net leaving a contact telephone number and we will 
respond either by return email or by phone.  

 
Details of named coordinators are listed below: 
 

Geographical 

Area 

Name 

Barnsley Emma Nebard (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

Bassetlaw Sue Markham (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

Doncaster Sarah Gill (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

Rotherham Laura Brown (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

Sheffield Katie Markham(Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 
Health Protection Team Contact Details  
As you will appreciate, due to the current Coronavirus the YH HPT are extremely busy. Queries 

relating to the routine/national vaccination and immunisation programmes should be primarily 

directed to your local SIT team. Any  calls received by the HPT  will be taken by Business Support 

staff who will in the first instance direct you to the Green Book. If concerns remain they will 

forward your query to the relevant SIT team or Health Protection Practitioner, who will respond as 

soon as possible.  to email the generic screening and imms email address for advice.  

 

Health Protection Team now operate an Acute Response Centre (ARC) To contact them dial 0113 

3860 300.  

 

If you need to notify the Y&H HPT of a communicable/infectious disease  

Please use the secure link here to make a notification.  

 

For some infections, public health measures to prevent onward spread of the disease need to be 

taken immediately.  

For urgent notifications please ring 0113 386 0300 in or out of hours. To check if a notification is 

urgent please click here 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-incident-guidance-responding-to-vaccine-errors
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-incident-guidance-responding-to-vaccine-errors
mailto:england.sybsit@nhs.net
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://surveys.phe.org.uk/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=m4KJl8mMH
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/820133/PHE_Notifiable_diseases_poster_HPT.pdf

